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Abstract

1. Nishimikawa Alluvial Gold Deposits ruin is located at Okuratani, Shizudaira, Shimokawamo, Shimokuroyama,
Daisho, Tagirisu, Toyota, and Nishimikawa areas of Sado city, and most of the areas are currently mountain forest,
agricultural land, wilderness and others.

2. The ruin is in the southwest part of the Kosado Mountains, and the total area of the ruin is 1,500,000m>.

3. It is said that the ruin started to operate as a gold dust mine in 1460, but the ruin is also said to be the basis of gold
mining folklore during 1021-1024 in Sado Island. The mine production hit its peak between the late Civil War period
and the early Edo period, and it was closed in the fifth year of the Meiji period (1872).

4. The field research was carried out from 2007 to 2010 to confirm the coverage of the ruin, which will facilitate with
the conservation. The research covered approximately 6,500,000m’.

5. The research revealed the remains ranging from the Edo period to the early Meiji period.

6. The confirmed remains of Nishimikawa Alluvial Gold Deposits ruin include the following: 10 waterways, 10
ponds and dikes and 3 stone structure remains.

7. The channels take their water source from the upstream of rivers flowing around the gold mining sites and can be
categorized into five main groups. The longest waterways runs for more than 9 km.

8. Numerous historical materials on the ruin written between the Edo and Meiji period still exist. The remains of the
8 waterways and 9 ponds exist almost exactly where those materials suggest, but most of them have been converted
to agricultural channels and agricultural lands among other uses after the closure of the gold dust mine.

9. The field research on the distribution of the ruin and the study of the historical materials clarified the development
of the main mining sites, waterways and ponds and dikes and their temporal transition. It is revealed that as time
passes, the mining sites concentrate around the Sasagawa village especially after the late Edo period.

10. No relics were discovered.

11. The Nishimikawa Alluvial Gold Deposits ruin required the geomorphological reformation of the area in order
to use a gravity separation method called “Onagashi”, which greatly differs from Aikawa gold and silver mine and
Tsurushi silver mine where surface mining and underground mining were mainly adopted. Numerous waterways
and stone structure remains are well preserved especially in the region of Goshaya Mountain. We plan to conduct
continuous research of those remains and also conduct a comparative analysis with other similar remains in Japan,

which will clarify these gold dust mining system.
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