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When | first heard that | would be living on Sado Island, | was a little
disappointed. All | knew about the place is that Sado was an island
where Japan used to send its exiles. | didn't want to be an exile. How-
ever, one of the ALTs already living here informed me that | would be
living in a town called Hamochi. The ALT described Hamochi as a town
nestled into a leafy valley. As | read this description, | looked out the
window of the apartment where | was currently living and noticed (not
for the first time) that the things | saw were more urban and industrial
rather than leafy. And | thought, maybe Sado won't be so bad after all.
From then on my opinion and love of Sado has grown every day.

The first day of my stay on Sado will always be the image that comes
to mind when some asks me about where | live. My first visual impres-
sion came from the Jet-foil taking me from Niigata to Ryotsu. Sado
was green. There was significantly less grey than other places | had
seen in Japan. The drive from Ryotsu took me across the middle of the
island, with its seemingly endless rice fields, along the coast and
through the narrow meandering roads to my new home. | could see
the entire town as we drove down the mountain side. And it was in-
deed leafy.

Since that first day Sado has given me many things to love about it
along with a few disappointments. Various guidebooks say that Sado is
one of the last relatively untouched parts of Japan (meaning it's not
covered in concrete). They're right about that. Everywhere you look
there are trees and grasses and flowers and living things. Sado also
has a great culture for the arts: Noh, the Kodo drummers and oni-daiko,
the Sado-okesa. | have met artists of all types in my short time here:
painters, potters, wood-workers, and glass-blowers (just to name a
few). The people here have also been a pleasant surprise. | was ex-
pecting the people on Sado to be a little weary of foreigners; this has
not been the case. The people of Sado, and Hamochi in particular,
have been extremely kind and welcoming.

| could go on for much longer, but my space is limited. So, I'll end with
this: Sado is a place that | am proud to call home.
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