| love it hereaooooooooOO e saaiainln

When | opened my JET placement letter to discover that | would be living on
Sado Island | was very excited. In the travel guide books Sado was descri-
bed as* the jewel of Niigata-ken” . | was very happy that | would be so close
to the sea and beaches and also to the mountains where | could try snow-
boarding. Sado seemed to offer everything | wanted. | also read that Sado
was an island of exiles, consequently some interesting characters have lived
here, contributing to its colourful, cultural history. Although | love the country-
side, | also adore the arts. So | would have been worried about missing the-
atres, concerts and art galleries had Sado not compensated for this cultural-
ly in so many ways | was especially thrilled to be living on* Kodo Island” !

| fell in love with Sado immediately. It is a stunning place. | was so exited by
everything that was new to me. Even going to the supermarket became an
adventure, looking at different, exotic foods and not being able to read the
packets so having to guess (admittedly, sometimes it can be a bit frustrat-
ing). Luckily, | love all Japanese food, so the element of surprise makes eat-
ing all the more exciting! The people here are helpful and lovely. | was very
nervous about coming here as | had never studied Japanese, but people are
so amazingly patient and kind.

My favorite thing to do on Sado is go on a bike ride or rollerblade around a
new area. It is the best way to see the island as you discover such interest-
ing pockets of Japan- some of which look as if they have not changed for
centuries. There is always something new to see. Although other areas of
Japan are more famous, | think Sado embodies the foreigners fantasy of*
real” Japan- it is fascinating and mysterious. The biggest disappointment
has been the beaches. | love the sea but the beaches are dirty which is a
great shame.

As my passion is art | have felt very inspired by the nature and culture on
Sado. It has been wonderful to see Sado’ s landscapes change with the sea-
sons. | particulary love late spring when the weather is warm and sunny and
the rice fields turn Sados central plain into a patchwork of watery reflections
and then when the rice grows it is such a vibrant and lush colour of green.

| do wish | had been able to speak more Japanese this year, as it has been

difficult to make Japanese friends and at times | can feel a little lonely. | en-
joy socialising and | think you learn so much more about a place by being
able to communicate with its people, so the more Japanese | have learnt,
the more fulfilling this experience has become.

My only regret is that my time here has been too short. There is so much of
Sado | have yet to explore, | have only experienced the tip of the iceberg in
terms of culture and learning. | do not want to leave at all. I love it here.
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