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Today the mountains of Osado are dark and smooth. The sky is
hazy, and everything looks calm. This view of the mountains from
my office window still takes my breath away. Everyday, | feel like |
wake up to a different version of Sado Island. Whether it be the
ever-changing rice paddies, the contours of the mountains, the thou-
sand shades of green, there is always something that stops me in
my tracks. For a place that | didn’t know existed until about a year
ago, | have become very attached!

| had no idea what to expect when | looked down at my letter from

JET and read “Sado-shi”. | didn’t even know what a “shi” was!
When | told people where | was going, reactions ranged from “
WHERE??” to “Is it anything like Hawaii??” to “Good luck in winter!
" Well, | have survived the winter, and though it was---.difficult--it
simply can’t compete with the beauty of the rest of the year.

And it is not just the scenery that is beautiful. When | hear the
drums of Kodo and Onidaiko, when | hear the Japanese folk songs
for Sado Okesa (or when the ferry is arriving at the port!), when |
hear the sound of the ocean at one of Sado’s beaches, when | hear
my name being called out by one of my students, when | hear the
quiet sound of people working in the garden right outside my window
very, very early in the morning, when | hear the Hatano bells chime
at 5:00 or “Yesterday” ringing through the streets of Kanai, even
when | hear the warning bell reminding me to turn my gas off at
night, | know that | am home.

| proudly called myself a “City Girl” before coming to Sado. | love

the thrill of cities, the constant stream of people, and the endless op-
portunities to see art, movies, and music. | know that | still have that
“city girl” in me, but Sado Island has taught me hwo valuable a life
far from the city can be. There is no lack of cultural events, art, or
music on Sado. | feel this is one of the most stimulating places |
have ever lived. While many things could easily be overlooked or ig-
nored, | am happy to say that | am doing my best to experience ev-
erything that Sado has to offer.

| look forward to another year, watching the clouds roll over the
mountains, the trees change from hues of green to orange to red
and back again, and smelling the distinct scent that wafts from the
rice fields.

After almost a year on “Sado-shi” it could not be more real to me! |
am so happy to be here!
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(2) The Population Census is a statistical survey conducted according to
Japanese law. Everyone living in Japan, regardless of nationality, must fill
out the Census form.

(3) The information obtained from the Census will be used only for statistical
purposes. It will never be used for immigration control, taxation or policing.

(4) A Census enumerator will call on you sometime between late September
and early October for distribution and collection of the questionnaire form.
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